SARL NEWS SUNDAY 19 DECEMBER 2004

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, on packet bulletin boards and on echolink from Chris, ZS6FCS.

In the news today.

RESULTS OF TWO SARL COMPETITIONS ANNOUNCED

LATEST SITUATION REGARDING NEW REGULATIONS

PRESIDENT'S NET, RTA LECTURE AND AMSATCON2005

Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items.

Please note that the SARL office has already closed and will re-open again on the 10th January.

SARL NEWS depends on clubs and individuals for news items of interest to amateurs.  Please place your news items on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English.

You are listening to ZS6SRL, the news follows in detail.

SARL HF FIELD DAY

The results of the second leg of the SARL HF Field Day have been released.  Five logs were received from multi-operator stations, one from a single operator station and one check log.  Point scores are stated below.

Single Operator:
1st Gary, ZS5NK, 192.

Multi-operator:
1st Pieter, ZS6XT, and Tjaart, ZS6KW, operating as ZS6XT/P4 - 4 953;
2nd Sasolburg ARC, ZS4SRK/P - 2 323;
3rd Bloemfontein RAC, ZS4BFN/P - 2 120;
4th Secunda ARC, ZS6SRC/P - 973;
5th Cape Town ARS, ZS1CT/P - 421,5.

A check log was received from Julian, ZS6AOU 

The overall results for 2004 are:

Single Operator:
1st Gary ZS5NK 192.

Multi-operator
1st Pieter, ZS6XT, and Tjaart, ZS6KW, operating as ZS6XT/p4, 9 657;
2nd Sasolburg ARC, ZS4SRK/p, 5 821;
3rd Cape Town ARS, ZS1CT/p, 2 743.5;
4th Bloemfontein RAC, ZS4BFN/p, 2 700;
5th Hibiscus Coast ARC, ZS5HAC/p, 2 188;
6th Secunda ARC, ZS6SRC/p, 1 598;
7th Zululand ARC, ZS5ZLB/p, 1 287.5;
8th West Rand ARC, ZS6WR/p, 813.

RESULTS OF THE 80 METRE QSO PARTY.

The contest committee has released the results of the second leg of the SARL 80 metre QSO party held in October. There has been an increase of the log entries and it is hoped that 2005 will be even better.

1st Lee Hanegraaf, ZS5LEE, 520;
2nd Pieter Jacobs, ZS6XT, 480;
3rd Jan Botha, ZS4JAN, 475;
4th Ian MacQuillan, ZS5IAN, 380;
5th Willy Axford, ZS5WI, 370;
6th Detlev Hofman, ZS6BAB, 350;
7th George Honiball, ZS6NE, 330;
8th Frank Martins, ZS1MF, 290;
9th Kurt Linsin, ZS5KL, 140;
10th Tony Mayall, ZS5GR, 85.

The overall results for 2004 (1st and 2nd legs combined) are as follows:

1st Jan Botha, ZS4JAN, 785;
2nd Pieter Jacobs, ZS6XT, 780;
3rd George Honiball, ZS6NE, 580;
4th Lee Hanegraaf, ZS5LEE, 520;
5th Ian Mac Quillan, ZS5IAN, 380;
6th Willy Axford, ZS5WI, 370;
7th Detlev Hofman, ZS6BAB, 350;
8th Frank Martins, ZS1MF, 290;
9th Kurt Linsin, ZS5KL, 260;
10th Tony Mayall, ZS5GR, 85;
11th Dennis Green, ZS4BS, 20.

LEGAL ISSUES DELAY PROMULGATION OF NEW RADIO REGULATIONS

Some minor legal issues delayed the promulgation of the new radio regulations in early December as advised by the Department of Communications.  Some small technical legal issues require to be cleared up between the two legal departments.  According to a spokesperson for the Department of Communication, the regulations are now on the Minister's desk for signature.  It is expected that the Minister will sign the document when she returns form overseas this weekend.  It is at this stage not clear if another Government Gazette will be published before early January.  The Department has undertaken to keep the SARL informed of the progress and is doing everything possible to speed up the promulgation of the regulations.  SARL news and the SARL website will keep you informed as information becomes available.

NEXT PRESIDENT'S NET ON JANUARY 23

The next President's net and Intecnet will be held on 23 January 2005.  There will be no President's net tonight, December 19 as originally planned.  With so many people on holiday and not all facilities being available, it was decided to postpone the net to the next slot, which is on Sunday 23 January 2005.  The SARL President and the Intecnet Net team wish you an enjoyable festive season and a prosperous and healthy New Year and look forward to your participation on 23 January.

STRAIGHT KEY NIGHT ON OSCAR 2005

Once again AMSAT North America is pleased to sponsor Straight Key Night on OSCAR for enjoyment by all radio amateurs. OSCAR SKN 2005 will run for 24 hours, 00:00-24:00 UTC, on 1 January 2005.  It's very simple: no rules, no scoring, and no need to send in a log.  Just operate CW through any OSCAR satellite using a straight hand key, working as many other SKN participants as you can.  Contacts via the moon (OSCAR Zero) count too.

As in past years, all participants are requested to nominate one of the operators they worked for "Best Fist" recognition.  Your nominee need not have the best fist of those you heard, just of those you worked.  Please send all nominations to Ray Soifer at w2rs@amsat.org.

FIRST RTA LECTURE FOR 2005 ANNOUNCED

The first lecture for 2005 in the South African Radio League Radio Technology in Action programme will be held at the National Amateur Radio Centre on Saturday 12 February.  The guest speaker will be Prof Justin Jonas of the Rhodes University.  He will talk about the Square Kilometre Array.  This fascinating lecture will start at 10:00.

Radio telescopes allow us to observe cosmic objects at great distances from our vantage point here on Earth.  For astrophysical and technical reasons, radio telescopes are better suited to studying the distant cosmos than the more familiar optical telescopes.  Because we see distant objects as they were many billions of years ago, we can piece together an evolutionary history of the universe by observing objects at different distances.  This process is very similar to an archaeology or palaeontology "dig".

"In particular, we hope to discover how the universe evolved from the featureless cloud of hot gas left over from the Big Bang into the diverse environment of galaxies, stars and planets that it is today.  To dig deeper into our universe's history - into the so-called Dark Ages - we need to construct a massive new radio telescope.  This telescope, dubbed the Square Kilometre Array (SKA), is currently being designed and may be located in South Africa", Prof Jonas told SARL News.

The RTA  lecture will describe the scientific opportunities and technical challenges that characterize the SKA project, with particular emphasis on the South African perspective.

CALL FOR PAPERS

This is the first call for papers to be presented at AMSATCON2005, the annual Amateur Radio Satellite Conference hosted by SA AMSAT. . The conference will be held on Saturday 14 May 2005 at the National Amateur Radio Centre and the Sentech Conference Centre, Radiokop, Roodepoort, Gauteng.  Papers are invited to cover amateur radio satellite operation, VHF propagation, orbital dynamics, weak signal receptions, satellite antenna and allied technologies.

Synopsis of proposed papers must be submitted by 10 February 2005.  By February 20 authors will be advised of the acceptance of their papers and will be required to summit the completed paper by 31 March 2005.  Submission must be in Microsoft word format and may be mailed to saamsat@intekom.org.za.

TINUS LANGE 7066 TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS

The Tinus Lange 7066 Technical Excellence Award and Tinus Lange 7066 Junior Technical Excellence Award is bestowed annually on the persons who submit a technical project in any of the following categories:

a. Design and/or construction of projects such as a pre-amp, SWR bridge, patching unit, automatic ID-er, practical antenna ideas, mast, portable gear, power supplies etc.

OR

b. Any software for use in Amateur Radio.

The submission must include the following: - the actual items (if size and mass allows it) or photographs (particularly in the case of antennas/mast etc) and a complete write-up in article form with illustrations/pictures ready for publication in Radio ZS.

The actual artefact and the supporting documentation - i.e. a press ready article for Radio ZS plus any other documents - and be delivered to the NARC not later than the 18 March.  All entries will be displayed (where practical, otherwise photographs) at the AGM and the awards will be presented at the annual dinner.  The two awards made are the Junior Technical Achievement Award (Under 25 years of age), a framed certificate and a cash award of R350, and the Technical Achievement Award, a framed certificate and a cash award of R350.

SARL IARU FUND 2004/2005

The South African Amateur Radio Development Trust will be continuing raising contributions for the SARL IARU fund to enable the SARL to meet its payment commitments to the IARU within the time frame.  Annual fees are due by June each year.  In September 2005 the tri-annual IARU Region 1 conference will be held in Switzerland.  As a major player in Africa, the South Africa Radio League must be represented by at least one delegate.  Current membership fees will not be able to cover the cost involved.  The fees for 2004 were paid at the end of November.  The SA Amateur Radio Development Trust thanks all those who have contributed.  R14 921 was collected.  The amount in Rand paid to the IARU was R12 204.  The balance carried over to the 2005 appeal is R1 916,00.

Thank you to Hibiscus Coast Amateur Radio Club, Alf Joubert, ZR6ABA, NoordWes Amateur Radio Club, Marten du Preez, ZS6ZY, Rad Radford, ZR5SEP, and the Coalfields Amateur Radio Club for their contribution.  A full list of contributers is now available on www.amateurradio.org.za.

Contributions to the 2005 Appeal may be transferred into the Trust Bank account as follows: South African Amateur Radio Development Trust, Bank: ABSA Menlyn, Branch code 335 645, Account Number 560 142 722.

Please fax details of deposit to: 012 991 5651 or email it to saardt@intekom.co.za.  Cheques should be made out to: South African Amateur Radio Development Trust, and sent to the Trust at P O Box 90438, Garsfontein 0042.

OTL CLUB NEWS

The OTL CLUB had their final meeting of 2004 and a new committee was elected with the following members:

Chairman: Piet Badenhorst, ZR6PJB;
Vice Chairman: Boet Smith, ZS6CJS;
Secretary: Jane Badenhorst, ZS6JEB.

The OTL Club in Mpumalanga wishes all hams, clubs and the SARL a Merry Xmas and a prosperous new year.

PROPAGATION CONDITIONS

Kobus, ZS6KOB, reported that propagation conditions remained virtually constant during the past week and that there were few changes since last week.  Activities on the sun's surface very limited.  

The sunspot number on Frday was 31,0.  On 15 december it decreased to just 15.  Predictions for this week again indicate weak conditions.  The adjusted avarage expected sunspot number for December is estimated at 30,7.  These conditions are experienced world wide - it is confirmed through Echolink contacts from all parts of the world during the past week.

DIARY OF EVENTS

1 January - Straight Key night on the OSCARS;
23 January - President's net;
12 February - RTA lecture at the NARC at 10:00;
9 April - SARL AGM;
14 May - Submit synopsis of proposed papers for AMSATCON2005;
31 March - Submit final papers for AMSATCON2005.

The SARL invites you to listen on Sundays at 10:00 to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 700, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and many 2 m repeaters in different areas.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin, which was compiled by George, ZS6NE, and read by ........from......... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone and may all of you enjoy a merry Xmas.

/EX